A Response to Arthur Schlesinger’s  The Disuniting of America (3-4 page review, double-spaced, 12 pt. font, with one inch margins)
The purpose of this assignment is to acquaint students with the debate about the value of the multicultural movement in education and in society as a whole.  You will hear Pulitzer Prize-winning historian and JFK advisor Arthur Schlesinger paraphrased or cited in almost every article in the Banks’ text, which hints at the shadow that Schlesinger’s surprisingly strident criticism of aggressive multiculturalism has cast over the movement as a whole.  Reading Schlesinger’s best-selling critique is an indispensable introduction to the debate about the value and/or dangers of multiculturalism, and my aim here is to “teach the debate” and let graduate students like yourselves sort out what you personally believe. 

Your response will demonstrate your level of engagement with and understanding of Schlesinger’s message(s) for citizens and educators.  The first 2/3 of the paper should be a review of Schlesinger’s views (feel free to focus on whatever aspect you wish; comprehensive coverage is not the point), and the final 1/3 should be a response to his ideas that reflects your own developing views.  When quoting the author or paraphrasing a specific passage, identify the page number.  It is not expected that you use other sources, but you might find the Banks essays helpful counterpoints as you formulate your opinions.  You will likely conclude that the truth is somewhere in the middle, but defining your “middle” as precisely as possible is important and a valuable intellectual exercise. 

Assessment criteria:  

1)  Accuracy of presentation of Schlesinger’s ideas; 

2)  Sophistication and coherence of personal response; 

3)  Clarity of organization with a distinct introduction, conclusion, and transitional sentences;  

4)  Quality of written expression – i.e. mechanics (spelling and grammar) and style.  

Each of these criteria contributes equally to an overall grade and is not assigned individual points.    
